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1.0 Introduction 

Palo Alto Wind Energy LLC (Palo Alto) is proposing to construct the Palo Alto Wind Energy 
Project (the Project) in north-central Iowa.  The Project is located within the townships of 
Vernon, Independence, Freedom and Fairfield in Palo Alto County, Iowa (Figure 1). The 
proposed Project consists of 196 potential turbine sites, with a planned total of 170 wind 
turbines to be built. Palo Alto is proposing to utilize the Vestas Wind Systems (Vestas) V110-
2.0 megawatt (MW) wind turbine generators (WTG or turbine) for the Project. The 
maximum Project nameplate generating capacity will be 340.0 MW (Figure 2).  

This Decommissioning Plan (Plan) provides a description of the decommissioning and 
restoration phase of the Project, including a list of the primary wind farm components, 
and sequence of dismantling and removal activities. A summary of estimated costs and 
revenues associated with the decommissioning phase is also included.  

1.1 WIND FARM COMPONENTS 
The main components of the proposed Project include: 

• Turbines (tower, nacelle, step-up transformer, hub, rotor and three rotor blades 
per WTG) 

• Turbine foundations 
• Access roads 
• Crane pads (to be installed and subsequently removed during decommissioning) 
• Underground electrical collection system 

1.2 EXPECTED LIFETIME AND TRIGGERING EVENTS 
If properly maintained, the expected lifetime of the Vestas utility-scale wind turbine is 
approximately 40 years. Depending on market conditions and Project viability, the 
turbines may be retrofitted with updated components, such as nacelles, towers and/or 
blades to extend the life of the Project.  In the event that the turbines are not retrofitted, 
or at the end of the Project’s useful life, the turbines and associated components will be 
decommissioned and removed from the site.  

Turbine components that have resale value may be sold in the wholesale market. 
Components with no wholesale value will be salvaged and sold as scrap for recycling or 
disposed of at an offsite licensed solid waste disposal facility (e.g., landfill). 
Decommissioning activities will include removal of the turbines and associated 
components as listed in Section 1.1 and described in Section 2. 

1.3 DECOMMISSIONING SEQUENCE 
Decommissioning activities are anticipated to be completed in a nine to twelve-month 
timeframe. Monitoring and site restoration may extend beyond this time period to ensure 
successful revegetation and rehabilitation. The anticipated sequence of 
decommissioning and removal is described below; however, overlap of activities is 
expected.  
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• Reinforce access roads (e.g., turning radii) and prepare site (including installation 
of crane pads, as needed) 

• De-energize turbines 
• Dismantle and remove rotors and turbines 
• Remove towers and internal components including step-up transformers 
• Remove collection system within four feet (48 inches) of the ground surface 
• Remove portions of wind turbine foundations within four feet (48 inches) of the 

ground surface and backfill sites with approved materials 
• Remove crane pads installed for decommissioning and grade turbine sites 
• Remove access roads (unless retained at discretion of host landowner) 
• Restore and revegetate disturbed land 

2.0 Decommissioning Components and Activities 

The wind farm components and decommissioning activities necessary to restore the 
Project area, as near as practicable, to pre-construction conditions are described within 
this section. Access roads may be left in place if requested and agreed to by the 
landowner. Concrete and other components of wind turbines and the underground 
electric collection system located more than four feet below the soil surface, will be 
abandoned in place.  Estimated quantities of materials to be removed and salvaged or 
disposed of are included in this section. Public roads damaged or modified during the 
decommissioning and reclamation process shall be repaired upon completion of the 
Project.  

2.1 WIND FARM SYSTEM OVERVIEW 
The Project will use the Vestas V110-2.0 turbines, with a total nameplate generating 
capacity of 340.0 MW. The decommissioning estimates provided in this report assume 
that 170 turbines are erected and powered, and are subsequently decommissioned. 
Table 1 presents a summary of the primary components included in this decommissioning 
plan. 

Table 1  Primary Components of Wind Farm 

Component Quantity Unit of Measure 

Wind Turbines (including 1 tower, 1 nacelle, 1 
hub and 1 rotor with 3 rotor blades, per turbine) 

170 (510 blades) 
 

Each 
 

Step-up Transformers (within turbine nacelle) 170 Each 

Wind Turbine Foundations 170 Each 

Crane Pads or Mats  170 Each 

Access Roads 192,900 Linear Foot (estimated) 
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2.2 WIND TURBINE GENERATORS 
The Vestas V110-2.0 model wind turbine generators are each primarily comprised of a 
modular steel tower, nacelle, and rotor with three rotor blades attached to a hub. The 
hub height of the turbine model is 95 meters (311.7 feet) with a 110-meter (360.9-foot) 
rotor diameter. The combined above-ground height (tip-height) of the tower and rotors 
is approximately 150 meters (492.1 feet). The components are modular in design, allowing 
for ease of construction, replacement, and disassembly during decommissioning. Turbine 
components in working condition may be refurbished and sold in a secondary market 
yielding greater revenue than selling as salvage material. For the purposes of this report, 
estimates will be based on the salvage value, as this will be the most conservative 
estimate of revenue. 
Turbine Tower – The turbine towers are painted modular monopole steel structures 
approximately 95 meters (311.7 feet) long and weigh approximately 226.5 tons. The tower 
will contain approximately 181 tons of salvageable steel. It is conservatively estimated 
that the tower pieces will be transported off-site for recycling, although they may be cut 
into pieces on site for salvage. 

Nacelle – The nacelle sits at the top of the turbine tower and has an overall weight of 
approximately 76 tons including the base plate. The nacelle is mainly comprised of 
structural steel. The salvage value in this report has been calculated assuming 80% 
salvageable steel along with other non-salvageable materials. Non-salvageable 
material within the nacelle will be disposed of in an approved landfill.  

Hub, Rotor, and Rotor Blades – The hub and nose cone assembly (without blades) has an 
overall approximate weight of 20 tons. It is mainly comprised of steel that will be salvaged 
along with the tower and nacelle. The salvage value has been based on an estimate of 
90% steel, per hub. The rotor blades are constructed of non-metallic materials such as 
fiberglass, carbon fibers and epoxies. These materials will likely have no salvage value (at 
this time) and thus will be properly disposed of in a licensed solid waste facility. 

Other Turbine Components – In addition to the main components previously described, 
each WTG contains other items such as anchor bolts and internal electrical wiring that 
will have additional salvage value. The down-tower cabling contains copper which will 
be 100% salvageable. 

Decommissioning Activity – The wind turbines will be deactivated from the surrounding 
electrical system and made safe for disassembly. Improvements to access roads and 
crane pads will be completed to allow crane access to turbines for removal of 
components. Liquid wastes, including gear box oil and hydraulic fluids will be removed 
and properly disposed of or recycled according to regulations current at the time of 
decommissioning. Control cabinets, electronic components and internal electrical wiring 
will be removed and salvaged. The hub and rotors will be lowered to the ground as a unit 
for disassembly. The nacelle and turbine sections will be disassembled and removed in 
the reverse order of assembly.  
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2.3 STEP-UP TRANSFORMERS 
Step-up transformers in the Vestas V110 turbine are located within a separate 
compartment inside the nacelle. After deactivation, oil and other liquids will be drained 
and recycled or disposed of at an approved solid waste management facility. The 
transformer will then be disassembled and removed. Depending on condition, the 
transformers may be sold for refurbishment and re-use. If not re-used, the transformer will 
be salvaged from the site for a fee.   

2.4 WIND TURBINE FOUNDATIONS 
The octagonal spread footing foundations utilized for the Project turbines will be 
predominantly located underground. The foundation design consists of a solid, 
reinforced circular concrete pedestal, approximately 5.0 feet high and 18.0 feet in 
diameter. Below the pedestal is the foundation base, an octagonal-shaped concrete 
structure approximately 56.5 feet across and 5.0 feet deep. The entire foundation sits on 
supporting sub-grade approximately 10.0 feet below the ground surface. A typical 
spread foot foundation design is shown in Figure 3.  

Concrete demolition will be completed on the upper four feet (48 inches) of the 
pedestal. This will include the anchor bolts, rebar, conduits, cables, and concrete to the 
required depth. The site will be back-filled with clean fill and graded and the land 
contours restored as near as practicable to preconstruction conditions. Topsoil will be 
placed on the disturbed area and revegetated.  Excavated materials will be hauled off-
site for recycling or disposal, as required by the lease agreement between Palo Alto and 
the host landowners. The cost estimate for the excavation and removal of turbine 
foundations is conservatively based on the previously described design parameters and 
assumes no resale or salvage value.  

2.5 COLLECTION SYSTEM 
The Project’s electrical collection system will be located in cable trenches buried at a 
minimum depth of five feet (60 inches) below the ground surface. The system voltage is 
34.5 kV and will run from the individual turbine step-up transformers to the Project 
substation. The length of the Project collection system cable is estimated at 795,000 linear 
feet (150.6 miles). 

The Project collection system will not interfere with farming activities because it will be 
placed 60 inches or more below ground surface. Hence, complete cable removal is not 
required at decommissioning to restore the wind farm site to its former use. Cables more 
than four feet below ground surface will be completely deactivated and abandoned in 
place. Junction boxes and collection cables located within four feet of the surface will 
be removed. Minimal decommissioning costs are associated with the collection system 
and junction boxes; therefore, the removal costs have been included in the turbine 
decommissioning estimate. If, at the time of decommissioning, the salvage value of the 
underground cable exceeds the cost of extraction and restoration, the cables may be 
removed and salvaged. 
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2.6 CRANE PADS  
Crane pads will be located at the base of each turbine to support the large cranes 
necessary for assembly and disassembly of the turbines. Pads will be approximately 40 
feet by 60 feet and consist of compacted native soils and approximately one foot of 
base fill. Alternately wooden crane mats may be used to reduce the volume of 
compacted fill needed; however, the more conservative (higher cost) option of gravel 
pads has been used in this cost estimate. After decommissioning activities are completed 
the crane pad aggregate will be removed and the areas filled with native soil, as 
necessary. Crane pads will be recycled from turbine to turbine and aggregate base will 
be re-used; therefore, only approximately 25 pads will require new materials. Land will be 
graded and pre-construction contours restored to the extent practicable. Restoration will 
likely be performed in conjunction with the turbine foundation and/or access road 
restoration. Soils compacted during de-construction activities will be de-compacted 
within cultivated areas, to restore the land to pre-construction land use. Labor for trucking 
and equipment is the primary expense for the crane pad removal.  

2.7 ACCESS ROADS 
Access roads will be located at each turbine providing access from public roads to the 
turbine site. The final width of the roads is approximately 16 feet, widening near the 
turbine base. The total length of Project access roads is approximately 192,900 linear feet 
(36.5 miles). During the initial construction of the wind farm, the existing soils will be graded 
to match the typical contour of the adjacent land and compacted. Typical construction 
of an access road includes placement of a geotextile fabric on a prepared subgrade 
surface followed by six inches of aggregate base course and six inches of aggregate 
surface course (23A road gravel). Alternately, geotextile fabric may not be used if the 
access roads are cement stabilized; however, for costs estimating purposes, we 
conservatively assumed the use of geotextile fabric. The estimated quantity of these 
materials is provided in Table 2. A typical access road cross-section is shown in Figure 4. 

Table 2  Typical Access Road Construction Materials 

Item Number Unit 
Geotextile Fabric 342,933 Square Yards 

Aggregate Base Course 57,155 Cubic Yards 

Aggregate Surface Course 57,155 Cubic Yards 

Access roads will be removed from the Project area unless written communication is 
received from the host landowner requesting that the road be retained. 
Decommissioning activities include the removal and transportation of aggregate 
materials to a site for salvage preparation. Local townships or farmers may accept the 
material prior to processing for use on local roads or trails; however, for the purpose of 
this estimate it is conservatively assumed that all materials will be removed from the 
Project area.  

The underlying geotextile fabric will be removed during the decommissioning of the 
access roads. Fabric that is easily separated from the aggregate during excavation will 
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be disposed of in an approved solid waste disposal facility. Fabric that remains with the 
aggregate will be sorted out at the processing site and properly disposed of. Following 
removal of aggregate and geotextile fabric, the access road areas will be graded, de-
compacted (ripped to 18 inches), back-filled with native soils, as needed, and land 
contours restored as near as practicable to preconstruction conditions. 

Salvage value for the aggregate surface material is based on approximately 50 percent 
of the original material being sold as future aggregate base course. The aggregate base 
course removed from the access roads assumes a 50 percent recovery rate with a similar 
reuse as base course. The remaining aggregate may be viable as general fill for use in a 
non-structural fill site. The geotextile fabric cannot be salvaged and no value is placed 
on its recovery. The decommissioning estimates are based on removal and re-use of 
aggregate as described and include transportation of non-salvageable materials to a fill 
site within 25 miles of the turbine site.  

2.8 PROJECT SUBSTATION 
The Project substation will be removed unless an alternate use for the facility is obtained.  
The substation foundation, transformers, and fencing will be removed and properly 
disposed of or recycled according to regulations current at the time of decommissioning. 
Due to the expected lifetime of the substation and its components, there would likely be 
a substantial resale value if the station is decommissioned after 20 to 25 years. Although 
that resale value would be much higher than the estimated scrap value, this report 
assumes a conservative value of recycled revenue only. The substation site will be back-
filled with native soils and graded to restore land contours as near as practicable to 
preconstruction conditions.  

2.9 TOPSOIL RESTORATION AND REVEGETATION 

Project sites that have been excavated and back-filled will be graded as previously 
described to restore land contours as near as practicable to preconstruction conditions. 
Topsoil will be placed on disturbed areas and seeded with appropriate vegetation to 
reintegrate it with the surrounding environment. Soils compacted during de-construction 
activities will be de-compacted, as necessary, to restore the land to pre-construction 
land use. Work will be completed to comply with the conditions required by Palo Alto 
County, local townships or state regulations in affect at the time of decommissioning.  

2.10 ROADWAY IMPACTS 
Palo Alto will be signing road agreements with Palo Alto County. During the life of the 
Project, local roads will be maintained to withstand heavy equipment and maintenance 
vehicles; therefore, we have not included additional costs of road repairs into this plan. 

3.0 Decommissioning Cost Estimate Summary 

Expenses and revenues associated with decommissioning the Project will be dependent 
on labor costs and market value of salvageable materials at the time of 
decommissioning.  For the purposes of this report approximate late-2016 to early-2017 
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average market values were used to estimate both expenses and revenues.  Fluctuation 
and inflation of the salvage values or labor costs were not factored into the estimates.   

3.1 DECOMMISSIONING EXPENSES 
Project decommissioning will incur costs associated with the disassembly, removal, 
excavation and restoration of the proposed wind turbine sites and support infrastructure 
as described in Section 2. Table 3 summarizes the estimates for activities associated with 
the major components of the Project. 

Table 3  Estimated Decommissioning Expenses 
Activity Unit Number Cost per Unit Total 

Overhead and management (includes 
estimated permitting required) 

Lump Sum  $450,000 $450,000 

Mobilization and demobilization Lump Sum  $175,000 $175,000 

Turbine and step-up transformer disassembly 
and removal from site 
• Crane and disassembly of turbine 
• Deconstruction into salvageable pieces 
• Transport of materials to recycler 
− Steel transport 
− Copper transport 

• Demolition, transport and dumping for 
rotors (3) and nacelle cover 

• Transformer (load only, refurbisher will 
haul) 

 
 
 
 
 

Each 

 
 
 
 
 

170 

                                                
                  

$53,000 
$41,000 

 
$8,800 
$3,800 
$2,500 

 
$1,200 

                                                
                   

$9,010,000 
$6,970,000 

 
$1,496,000 

$646,000 
$425,000 

 
$204,000 

Crane pad installation, excavation, removal, 
and transportation (approximately 25 pads 
will be constructed and moved from turbine 
to turbine as towers are dismantled) 

Lump Sum  $150,000 $150,000 

Wind turbine foundation  
• Concrete demolition and disposal for 48-

inch depth of pedestal  
• Backfill and site grading 

Each 170 

 
$15,000 

 
$1,200 

 
$2,550,000 

 
$204,000 

Substation removal and site grading Lump Sum  $300,000 $300,000 

Access road excavation and removal  Lump Sum  $725,000 $725,000 

Remove and dispose of geotextile fabric Lump Sum  $75,000 $75,000 

Topsoil replacement and rehabilitation of site Lump Sum  $950,000 $950,000 

Total estimated decommissioning cost  $24,330,000 

3.2 DECOMMISSIONING REVENUES 
Revenue from decommissioning the Project will be realized through the sale of wind farm 
components and construction materials. Turbine components may be sold within a 
secondary market or as salvage. For purposes of this report, estimated recovery values 
were based on the salvage value, as this is the more conservative estimate of revenue. 
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The market value of both steel and copper fluctuate daily, and have varied widely over 
the past five years. Salvage value estimates were based on an approximate five-year-
average price of steel and copper derived from sources including on-line recycling 
companies and United States Geological Survey (USGS) commodity summaries. The price 
used to value the steel used in this report is $295 per ton; the value of copper, $2.35 per 
pound ($4,700 per ton). The tower and nacelle are assumed to have 80 percent 
salvageable steel content, the hub, 90 percent steel. Table 4 summarizes the potential 
salvage value for the wind turbine components and construction materials. 

Table 4  Estimated Decommissioning Revenues 

Item Unit Number Salvage 
Price per Unit 

Salvage 
Price per 
Turbine 

Total (based 
on 170 WTGs) 

Wind Turbine Generators 

Turbine tower (steel) Tons per 
turbine 181.2 $295 $53,454 $9,087,180 

Nacelle (steel) Tons per 
nacelle 60.8 $295 $17,936 $3,049,120 

Rotor Hub Tons per hub 18.3 $295 $5,399 $917,745 

Anchor bolts (steel) Tons per 
turbine 2 $295 $590 $100,300 

Transformer Per turbine 1 $2,000 $2,000 $340,000 

Copper Tons per 
turbine 6.0 $4,700 $28,200 $4,794,000 

Project Substation 

Substation Components 
(steel and transformers) Total    $150,000 

Aggregate course materials 

Aggregate base and 
surface course (sold for 
re-use as base course) 

Total (based 
on 50% 

recovery rate) 
   $200,000 

Total Potential Revenue  $18,638,345 
 

3.3 NET DECOMMISSIONING COST SUMMARY 
The following is a summary of the net estimated cost to decommission the Project, using 
the information detailed in Sections 3.1 and 3.2. Estimates are based on 2016-2017 prices, 
with no market fluctuations or inflation considered.   
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Table 5  Net Decommissioning Summary 
Item Cost/Revenue 

Decommissioning Expenses $24,330,000 

Potential Revenue – salvage value of turbine 
components and recoverable materials $18,638,345 

Net Decommissioning Cost $5,691,655 

Per Turbine Decommissioning Cost (based on 
170 turbines) $33,480 

This engineer’s estimate produces a conservative estimate of the cost of 
decommissioning the Palo Alto Wind Farm based on the following considerations; 

1) Each individual component of the plan has been conservatively estimated. It is 
our professional opinion that the actual cost to decommission Palo Alto would be 
lower than the estimate presented here.  

2) No modern utility scale wind farm has been decommissioned, so actual 
referenced costs for decommissioning do not exist at this time. Hence the 
engineer’s estimate is based on pricing from similar activities on other types of 
decommissioning projects. Once wind turbine decommissioning projects have 
occurred, we anticipate the process will become streamlined and the real cost 
will go down. 

3) Given the growing demand and declining availability of raw materials, it is our 
opinion that the relative price paid for recycled materials will increase over time. 
Together with more refined recycling techniques, this will reduce the overall cost 
of decommissioning. 

4) Decommissioning costs during the first 10 to 15 years of the Project will likely be 
significantly lower than estimated as the turbines would be dismantled, sold, and 
reconstructed as used operational units. The engineer’s estimates assume all 
materials are recycled, which will produce a much lower return. 

Considering the factors above, it is the engineer’s professional opinion that the 
conservative estimates in this report are higher than actual costs. 

3.4 FINANCIAL ASSURANCE 
Palo Alto Wind Energy has attached a proposed decommissioning agreement to its 
application for a Site Plan Review and Approval Permit. The County will receive financial 
assurance in the form of a bond, letter of credit, surety, or some other financial assurance, 
the details of which will be set forth in the decommissioning agreement.   
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Figure 1  Project Location and Topography 
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Figure 2  Proposed Project Layout  
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DECOMMISSIONING PLAN  
PALO ALTO WIND ENERGY PROJECT, PALO ALTO COUNTY, IOWA 

 

Figure 3  Foundation Detail  
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PALO ALTO WIND ENERGY PROJECT, PALO ALTO COUNTY, IOWA 

 

Figure 4  Access Road Detail  
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DECOMMISSIONING AGREEMENT  

 

 THIS DECOMMISSIONING AGREEMENT (“Agreement”) is made this _______ day 
of ______________________, 2017 by and among Palo Alto Wind Energy , L.L.C. as a subsidiary 
of Invenergy L.L.C., an Illinois Limited Liability Company, having its principal place of business 
at One South Wacker Drive #1800, Chicago, Illinois 60606 (“Invenergy”) and Palo Alto County, 
a county of the State of Iowa having its principal place of business at 1010 Broadway, 
Emmetsburg, Iowa 50536 (the “County”).   Invenergy and the County are sometimes referred to 
herein individually as a “Party” and collectively as the “Parties”.  To the extent not otherwise 
defined herein, all capitalized terms shall have the meaning set forth in the Ordinance, as hereafter 
defined. 

RECITALS: 

 WHEREAS, Invenergy L.L.C. through its subsidiary , Palo Alto Wind Energy, L.L.C., 
was granted a Site Plan Review and Approval Permit (the “Permit”) by the Palo Alto County 
Board of Supervisors (the “Board of Supervisors”) on  _________________, 2017 to design, 
construct, operate and maintain within the County a 340 MW Commercial Wind Energy 
Conversion System, as defined County Ordinance No. 9-27-16 (the “Ordinance”) (the “WECS” 
or the “Project”); and,  

 WHEREAS, a condition of the Ordinance and the Permit is that Invenergy L.L.C. and its 
subsidiary Palo Alto Wind Energy, L.L.C.  agree to Decommission the WECS after it is no longer 
operating and to provide Financial Assurances, as herein defined, to the County to support its 
Decommissioning obligations; and,  

 WHEREAS Invenergy L.L.C. and its subsidiary Palo Alto Wind Energy, L.L.C. has 
obtained the easements identified in Exhibit “A” attached hereto (the “Easements”), which among 
other things, permit Invenergy to construct, operate and maintain the Project, or pertinent portions 
thereof, on the Easement properties; and,  

 NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the promises and mutual covenants set forth in 
this Agreement, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which 
is hereby acknowledged, the Parties hereto agree as follows:  

 1. Commitment to Requirements of Ordinance.  Invenergy L.L.C. and its subsidiary  
Palo Alto Wind Energy, L.L.C. hereby acknowledges and agrees to be bound by and fully comply 
with  requirements of the Ordinance, a complete copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit “B”, 
including without limitation, to Decommission the  Project in full compliance with requirements 
set forth in Section Seven (7)  of the Ordinance.  

 2. Decommissioning Plan.  Attached hereto as Exhibit “C” is the decommissioning 
plan required by Section 7 of the Ordinance (the “Decommissioning Plan”), which includes a 
summary of the estimated cost of Decommissioning the Project.  Invenergy shall complete 
Decommissioning in accordance with the Decommissioning Plan. Further, Invenergy shall update 
the Decommissioning Plan every third year from the date first turbine begins generating electricity 
onto the transmission grid or distribution system until the 15th Anniversary when the first turbine 
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begins generating electricity onto the transmission grid or distribution system for the duration of 
the project.  

 3. Additional Decommissioning Specifics.  To the extent not otherwise required by 
the Decommissioning Plan, Invenergy shall undertake the following actions to Decommission the 
Project. 

 a. At the end of the serviceable life of the Project, as defined in the 
Decommissioning Plan, and/or upon discontinuance or abandonment of the Project, as 
hereafter defined, Invenergy shall remove all Wind Energy Devices, facilities and other 
improvements added to or installed upon real property in the County including but not 
limited to, all rotors, nacelles, and towers; all collection step-up transformers; all overhead 
transmission and collection structures; and all access roads (unless the relevant landowner 
requests that such access road remain).  In addition, Invenergy shall remove all wind energy 
device foundations, pads, underground electrical wires and any and all other underground 
wind energy structures and improvements to a minimum depth of four (4) feet below the 
surface of the ground.  After such removal activities are complete, all affected areas will 
be regraded and topsoil will be restored and seeded with vegetative cover. 

b. If the Project or portion of Project ceases to operate for twelve (12) consecutive 
months and during such time Invenergy has not re-commenced operations or has not within 
that period, developed and submitted to the County a plan outlining the steps and schedule 
for recommencing such operations, then the Project or that portion of the Project shall be 
considered “Discontinued” and/or “Abandoned”.  

c. In the case of default by Invenergy L.L.C. and its subsidiary Palo Alto Wind 
Energy, L.L.C., as hereafter defined, or if the Project or portion of the Project has been 
Discontinued and/or Abandoned, the County and its agents shall have access to the Project, 
pursuant to reasonable prior written notice to Invenergy, to Decommission the Project or 
that portion of the Project that has been Discontinued and/or Abandoned and to proceed 
against the Financial Assurances.  Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed to impose 
upon the County an affirmative duty to Decommission the Project on behalf of any 
landowner, person or entity. 

d. If the County proceeds to Decommission the Project in accordance with subsection 
c of this section 3, and the total cost to Decommission exceeds the Financial Assurances, 
then Invenergy agrees to reimburse the County for the balance of the Decommissioning 
cost.   

e.   In addition to the obligations of Invenergy outlined in this Agreement, Invenergy 
shall also restore to their original condition any County roads damaged as a result of 
construction of the Project.  In the event that Invenergy fails to repair such damage, it shall 
reimburse the County for its actual costs to repair the roads not to exceed a total of Fifty-
Two Thousand Dollars ($52,000). 

4. Financial Assurance.  Invenergy hereby makes the following financial assurances 
to the County:  
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a. Invenergy L.L.C. through its subsidiary , Palo Alto Wind Energy, L.L.C. shall  
provide Financial Assurance to Palo Alto County in the amount of $ _____________ 
Dollars   per turbine included in the Project as of the date that the Permit is issued.  If an 
updated Decommissioning Plan indicates a Decommissioning cost greater than $ 
__________________  per turbine, then the Financial Assurance shall be increased to the 
amount indicated in said updated Decommissioning Plan.  

b. Financial Assurance shall be in the form of a reclamation bond or other 
commercially available financial assurance that is acceptable to the County, with the 
County as beneficiary.  

c. The County may, in its sole discretion, waive in writing the requirement for 
Financial Assurance but such waiver will only be provided by the County if and so long as 
Developer shall either (1) maintain not less than an investment grade credit rating; or (2) if 
Developer does not have a credit rating, Developer shall maintain a certain net worth 
satisfactory to the County. 

d. Any portion of the Financial Assurance remaining after the Project has been 
Decommissioned shall be released to Invenergy.    
 
5. Assignment.  This Agreement shall inure to the benefit of the County, and shall be 
binding upon Invenergy L.L.C. through its subsidiary, Palo Alto Wind Energy, L.L.C., and 
their respective successors, assignees and legal representatives as further provided in this 
section 5. 
 
a. Assignment Requiring Consent.  Except as expressly permitted in this Section 5, 
this Agreement shall not be assigned by Invenergy L.L.C.  nor through its subsidiary , 
Palo Alto Wind Energy, L.L.C.. 
 
b. Permitted Assignment.  Notwithstanding subsection 5(a) immediately above, 
Invenergy shall be entitled to assign this Agreement, in whole or in part, without the prior 
written consent of the County to (A) any affiliate of Invenergy or (B) any person or entity 
providing financing to Invenergy or any such affiliate or any collateral agent or security 
trustee acting on behalf of any such person or entity or (C) MidAmerican Energy Company 
(each a “Permitted Assignment”).  Any such assignment that is a collateral assignment 
for financing purposes will not relieve Invenergy of its obligations under this Agreement.  
In the event of a Permitted Assignment, Invenergy shall, prior to such assignment, provide 
written notice to the County of the name, address, entity type and state of incorporation of 
the assignee, as well as the name and address of the assignee’s registered agent in the State 
of Iowa. 
 
6. Notices.  Notices given pursuant to this Agreement shall be in writing and delivered 

to each party by U.S. Mail and electronic mail to their respective addressed set forth below (or to 
such other addresses, facsimile numbers or e-mail addresses as a Party may designate by notice to 
the other Parties): 
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If to Invenergy: Invenergy L.L.C. 

 One South Wacker Drive  #1800 
 Chicago, Illinois 60606 
 Attn:  General Counsel 
 E-mail:  mblazer@invenergyllc.com 

 
With a copy to: Palo Alto Wind Energy, L.L.C.  
 
If to the County: Palo Alto County 
 1010 Broadway 
 Emmetsburg, Iowa 50536 
 Attn:  _______________ 
 E-mail:  _____________ 
 
With a copy to:    Palo Alto Wind Energy, L.L.C. 
 
7. Applicable Law.  This Agreement shall be governed by and construed in 

accordance with the laws of the State of Iowa, without reference to principles of conflicts of laws.   
 
8. Jurisdiction/Venue.  Any legal action or proceedings brought by or against either 

of the Parties with respect to or arising out of this Agreement shall only be brought in or removed 
to the Iowa District Court in and for Palo Alto County, or the United States District Court for the 
Northern District of Iowa.  Each of the Parties agrees to waive any right to stay or dismiss any 
action or proceeding under or in connection with this Agreement brought before the foregoing 
courts on the basis of forum non-conveniens. 

 
9. No Jury Trial.  Each of the Parties hereby agrees to waive the right to a trial by jury.          
 
10. No Exemplary Damages.  The Parties hereby agree that neither of them shall be 

subject to consequential, exemplary, equitable or tort damages arising from this Agreement.  
 
11. Amendment.  This Agreement constitutes the sole and entire agreement among the 

Parties hereto and supersedes any and all prior agreements.  This Agreement shall continue in 
effect subsequent to any permitted assignment or by operation of law.  This Agreement may be 
amended only in writing signed by both Parties.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Parties agree 
that Exhibit “A” to this Agreement may be supplemented by Invenergy in order to listing additional 
easements in Exhibit “A” and recording a Notice of Supplemental Easements in the office of the 
Palo Alto County Recorder.  

 
12. Waiver.  No part of this Agreement may be waived unless such waiver shall be in 

writing and signed by all Parties hereto.   
 

13. Counterparts.   This Agreement may be executed in one of more counterparts, each 

of which shall be deemed an original but all of which shall constitute one agreement. 
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14. Severability.   If any provision of this Agreement is held invalid or unenforceable 

by any court of competent jurisdiction, the other provisions of this Agreement will remain in full 

force and effect.  Any provision of this Agreement held invalid or unenforceable only in part or 

degree will remain in full force and effect to the extent not held invalid or unenforceable. 

 

IN WITNESS to the above, the Parties hereto have executed this Agreement and on this  
_____ day of  _____________  2017.  

 

  

INVENERGY, L.L.C. 

 

 

By:________________________________ 
[name] 
[title] 

 

 

  

PALO ALTO WIND ENERGY L. L.C. 

 

By:________________________________ 

[name] 

[title] 

PALO ALTO COUNTY, IOWA 

 

By:  _________________________________________ 

  Chairman of the Board of Supervisors 

Name: _________________________________________ 

 

Title: _________________________________________  

 

Attest:        ______________________________________ 

  Palo Alto County Auditor  
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EXHIBIT A 

[List of Easements] 
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EXHIBIT B 

[Wind Energy Conversion Systems  

Site Plan Review and Approval Ordinance] 
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EXHIBIT C 

[Decommissioning Plan] 
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